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REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  in  respect  of  the  year 
1951  on  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  County  was  credited  with  1230  live  births,  the  lowest  number  since  1941  and  the  birth  rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  population  was  13.1,  0.3  below  1950  and  0.5  below  that  of  1941. 

The  Infantile  mortality  rate  of  25.2  per  1000  live  births  was  2.3  higher  than  in  1950,  the  year  of  our  lowest 

rate. 


The  death  rate,  14.8  per  1000  of  the  population  was  up  by  0.6  representing  an  increase  of  49  deaths  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  weekly  returns  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  showed  a sharp  rise  in  the  morbidity  statistics  in 
the  first  five  weeks  of  the  year  with  an  equally  sharp  fall  during  the  next  five  weeks  with  the  remainder  of  the 
year  remaining  fairly  constant. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  although  the  number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis  increased  by  three, 
there  was  a fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  27  for  1950  to  20  for  1951. 

From  the  foregoing,  I think  we  safely  assume  that  as  far  as  the  public  health  is  concerned,  there  was  nothing 
outstanding  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  body  of  the  report  gives  some  indication  of  the  work  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Departments  and  I 
would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assiduity. 

To  the  staffs  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  various  hospitals  and  to  the  general  practi- 
tioners on  the  Island,  I wish  to  offer  my  thanks  for  their  support  in  making  the  various  services  run  smoothly. 

Finally,  to  all  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  sub-committees  ; may  I tender  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  their  encouragement  and  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

County  Hall,  WILLIAM  S.  WALLACE. 

Newport,  I.W. 

June,  1952. 

Throughout  this  Report  the  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  those  of  the  previous  year. 


TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ALL  DISTRICTS— 1951 . 


Area. 

Rural 

District 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Whole 

County. 

England  & 
Wales  : Rate 
per  100o 

No.  of  live  births 

249 

220 

301 

264 

120 

76 

1230 

Males  ... 

126 

116 

156 

132 

55 

33 

618 

Females 

123 

104 

145 

132 

65 

43 

612 

No.  of  still  births 

10 

9 

12 

7 

5 

1 

44 

Males  ... 

4 

3 

5 

3 

4 

— 

19 

Females 

6 

6 

7 

4 

1 

1 

25 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1000  population 

(crude) 

14.0 

13.0 

14.8 

13.3 

9.6 

11.0 

13.1 

15.5 

Comparative  factor  for  calculation 

of  Birth  Rate 

1.15 

1.06 

1.09 

1.05 

1.04 

1.11 

1.08 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

16.1 

13.7 

16.2 

14.0 

10.0 

12.2 

14.1 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ... 

38.6 

39.5 

38.3 

25.8 

40.0 

13.0 

34.5 

Nufnber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year  of  age 

6 

4 

8 

6 

5 

2 

31 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000 

live  births... 

24.1 

18.2 

26.6 

22.7 

41.7 

26.3 

25.2 

29.6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of 

age  

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

2 

23 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in 

consequence  of  child  birth 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

E — 

— ■■ 

— 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 

289 

216 

263 

307 

199 

117 

1391 

Males 

131 

112 

124 

146 

91 

62 

666 

Females 

158 

104 

139 

161 

108 

55 

725 

Crude  death-rate  per  1000  population 

16.3 

12.7 

13.0 

15.5 

15.9 

17.0 

14.8 

12.5 

Comparative  factor  ... 

0.70 

0.82 

0.87 

0.71 

0.70 

0.77 

0.75 

Comparative  death-rate 

11.4 

10.4 

11.3 

11.0 

11.1 

13.1 

11.1 

Population — Registrar  General’s  Es- 

timate  (Civilians  and  Non-Civilians) 

17740 

16980 

20290 

19820 

12490 

6880 

94200 
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TABLE  II.  POPULATION  OF  COUNTY  DISTRICTS. 


Sanitary  Authority. 

1 

Population  at 

1951  Census. 

Registrar  General's  Estimate 
of  Population  for : 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

I.W.  Rural  District  ... 

17929 

15840 

17140 

17580 

17320 

17740 

Cowes  U.D.  ... 

17154 

15720 

16350 

16360 

17130 

16980 

Newport  M.B. 

20426 

20310 

20300 

20110 

20310 

20290 

Ryde  M.B. 

20084 

19530 

20090 

19730 

19750 

19820 

Sandown-Shanklin  U.D. 

12693 

12600 

13170 

12650 

12790 

12490 

Ventnor  U.D. 

7308 

5750 

6590 

6890 

6910 

6880 

Whole  County  ... 

95594 

89750 

93640 

93320 

94210 

94200 

TABLE  III.  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  TEN  YEARS. 

(1942—1951  Inclusive.) 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

No.  of  Live 
Births  . . . 

1325 

1366 

1396 

1414 

1616 

1780 

1483 

1363 

1265 

1230 

No.  of  Still 
births 

42 

39 

29 

47 

42 

29 

40 

41 

28 

44 

Live  birth- 
rate per 
1,000  pop- 
ulation . . . 

16.6 

17.7 

18.1 

17.6 

18.5 

19.8 

15.8 

14.7 

13.4 

13.1 

Still-birth  rate 
per  1 ,000 
total  (live 
and  still) 
births 

30.7 

27.8 

20.35 

32.2 

25.3 

16.0 

26.3 

29.2 

21.65 

34.5 

Live  birth- 
rate per 
1,000  pop- 
u 1 a t i o n 
England 
& Wales 

15.8 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

No.  of  deaths 
of  infants 
under  1 

year  of  age 

37 

47 

49 

51 

50 

68 

40 

42 

29 

31 

Infantile 
mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 

27.9 

. 34.4 

35.1 

36.1 

30.9 

38.2 

27.0 

30.8 

22.9 

25.2 

Infantile 
mortality 
rate  for 

England 
& Wales 

49.0 

49.0 

46.0 

46.0 

43.0 

41 .0 

34.0 

32.0 

29.8 

29.6 

Population — 
Registrar 
General’s 
estimate... 

80010 

77310 

77270 

80350 

87380 

89750 

93640 

93320 

94210 

94200 

No.  of  women 
dying  in 
c o n s e - 
quence  of 
Childbirth  : 

(a)  From 
Sepsis 

( b ) From 
other 
causes 

1 

4 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

> 2 

3 

3 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  1,230  (35  fewer  than  in  1950)  giving  a birth  rate  of  13.1  per  1,000  living 
(13.4).  Sixty-four  of  these  were  illegitimate  as  against  67,  80,  and  101  for  the  three  previous  years. 

The  Registrar  General  has  given  an  area  comparability  factor  for  births  which  allows  for  the  differing  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  and  so  making  it  possible  to  compare  birth  rates  with 
other  areas.  The  birth  rate  thus  adjusted  is  14.1  against  15.5  for  England  and  Wales. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Thirty-one  infants  died  before  reaching  their  first  birthday  and  of  these,  23  or  74.3  per  cent  died  within 
four  weeks  of  birth. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  25.2  (22.9)  as  compared  with  29.6  for  England  and  Wales. 


DEATHS. 

The  death  rate  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  14.8  (14.2)  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
but  when  the  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor  is  used  (a  factor  allowing  for  differing  age  distribution 
of  the  population)  a comparable  death  rate  of  11.1  (11.1)  is  obtained  ; that  for  England  and  Wales  being  12.5 
per  1,000. 

The  corrected  rate  of  14.8  represents  1391  deaths  (1342)  which  is  49  in  excess  of  the  1950  figure.  Only 
once  in  51  years  has  this  figure  been  exceeded  and  that  was  in  1940  when  1425  deaths  were  registered. 

The  increase  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  V,  is  mainly  in  the  65  and  over  age  group  in  which  group  76.4  per 
cent  (75.9)  were  over  65  years  of  age.  Indeed  about  50  per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  in  those  over  75  years  old. 

The  deaths  in  the  Island  in  1951  exceeded  the  births  by  161. 


TABLE  IV.— SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  CERTAIN  DISEASES  FOR  THE  TEN 

YEARS,  1942—1951. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 







Diphtheria  ... 

— - 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

30 

32 

37 

24 

33 

46 

30 

28 

24 

19 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

10 

7 

7 

2 

5 

7 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Influenza 

17 

39 

13 

6 

16 

6 

3 

18 

10 

41 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 

encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

2 

Cancer 

166 

159 

184 

185 

186 

202 

186 

186 

210 

206 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

127 

125 

148 

136 

147 

162 

145 

137 

192 

184 

Heart  diseases 

399 

414 

395 

441 

431 

465 

438 

518 

501 

551 

Other  disease  of  circulatory  system 

22 

21 

25 

27 

23 

37 

34 

33 

41 

33 

Bronchitis 

46 

54 

47 

50 

48 

41 

43 

54 

54 

60 

Pneumonia  ... 

35 

26 

28 

25 

21 

36 

33 

35 

28 

37 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

19 

11 

12 

19 

9 

10 

14 

11 

7 

19 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

10 

1 

2 

— 

7 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

\ 2 

Q 

Other  maternal  causes 

4 

2 

5 

— 

4 

2 

2 

3 

J 2 

Congenital  malformation  ... 

15 

16 

24 

24 

28 

30 

28 

23 

11 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

13 

7 

7 

5 

4 

2 

9 

6 

3 

3 

All  other  accidents  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

18 

19 

Other  violent  causes 

122 

99 

38 

18 

24 

24 

21 

25 

8 

4 

Isle  of  Wight. 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  Population 

16.3 

16.7 

16.2 

15.2 

13.6 

14.7 

12.9 

13.9 

14.2 

14.8 

* Comparable  death  rate  per  1,000  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.7 

11.1 

11.1 

England  & Wales. 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  Population 

11.6 

12.1 

11  .6 

11.4 

11  .5 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 

11.6 

12.5 

*Not  available  from  1940  until  1949. 
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TABLE  V.  SHOWING  DEATHS  IN  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS.  10  YEARS  1942—1951. 


AGES. 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

0-  1 

Males  ... 

21 

31 

27 

33 

27 

38 

19 

27 

15 

12 

Females 

16 

16 

22 

18 

23 

30 

21 

15 

14 

19 

TOTAL  . . . 

37 

47 

49 

51 

50 

68 

40 

42 

29 

31 

1—  4 

Males  ... 

9 

8 

10 

6 

6 

6 

11 

8 

1 

— 

Females 

12 

4 

7 

4 

3 

5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

21 

12 

17 

10 

9 

11 

14 

10 

1 

1 

5 — 14 

Males  ... 

5 

5 

2 

7 

5 

1 

2 

4 

5 

2 

Females 

9 

5 

6 

5 

2 

6 

3 

2 

4 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

14 

10 

8 

12 

7 

7 

5 

6 

9 

3 

15  — 44 

Males  ... 

62 

52 

44 

38 

33 

45 

41 

37 

31 

19 

Females 

75 

50 

55 

38 

37 

24 

30 

32 

25 

33 

TOTAL  . . . 

137 

102 

99 

76 

70 

69 

71 

69 

56 

52 

45  — 64 

Males  ... 

131 

142 

131 

121 

129 

132 

108 

139 

124 

152 

Females 

120 

122 

120 

118 

77 

117 

109 

95 

104 

89 

TOTAL  ... 

251 

264 

251 

239 

206 

249 

217 

234 

228 

241 

65  and  over 

Males  ... 

408 

390 

388 

383 

397 

409 

374 

433 

464 

481 

Females 

435 

465 

441 

452 

447 

502 

488 

496 

555 

582 

TOTAL  ... 

843 

855 

829 

835 

844 

911 

862 

929 

1019 

1063 

GRAND 

TOTAL 

1 

1303 

1290 

1253 

1223 

1186 

1315 

1209 

1290 

1342 

1391 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


(a)  Medical.  Whole-time. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Welfare  Officer 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (including 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  and  school 
medical  services)  and  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  various  districts 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (mainly  mater- 
nity and  child  welfare,  and  school  medical 
services)  ... 

Dental  Surgeon  (Schools  and  maternity  and  child 
welfare  services) 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeon  ... 

Advisor — Mental  Health  Services  ... 

Superintendent  of  Health  Visitors  ... 

Superintendent  of  Midwives 

(b)  Others.  Whole-time. 

Remedial  Gymnast  ... 

Speech  Therapist 

Ambulance  Officer  ... 

Hospital  Gar  Organizer 

Home  Help  Organizer 


William  S.  Wallace,  M.G.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

John  Mills,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

(Deputy  County  Medical  Officer). 

Donald  Warren  Browne,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
D.T.M.  & H. 


Anne  Simpson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Muriel  James,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Gerald  Simons,  L.D.S. 

Herbert  John  Nicholls,  L.D.S.  (Resigned  31-8-51). 

Roy  A.  Kelly,  L,D,S,.  R.C.S.  (Appointed  20-9-51). 
Francis  D.  Ford,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  26-11-51). 

Charles  Davies-Jones,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Miss  B.  Filley,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Dip.  Nursing 
(Lond.  University). 

Miss  E.  Moss,  S.R.N.,  S.G.M. 

Miss  D.  Hitchins,  C.S.P.,  F.A.P.T.  (Appointed  17-9-51). 
Miss  O.  Abotomey,  B.A.,  L.C.S.T. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Sullivan. 

Miss  C.  Hind. 

Mrs.  W.  Janion. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187. — 195. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

At  the  beginning  of  1951,  28  Homes  were  registered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  during  the  year 
two  other  applications  were  received  and  granted.  Three  registrations  were  withdrawn  during  the  year,  one 
on  change  of  ownership,  one  on  the  retiral  of  the  Proprietress  and  one  closed  down,  so  that  there  was  a net  loss 
of  one.  Eleven  were  maternity  homes,  five  maternity  and  other,  and  1 1 for  non-maternity  cases. 

These  homes  are  inspected  frequently  by  your  medical  officers  and  in  all  121  visits  of  inspection  and  re- 
inspection were  made  during  the  year. 

Medical  Eaxminations  by  the  Medical  Staff. 

The  Council’s  medical  officers  have  the  duty  of  carrying  out  medical  examinations  for  a variety  of  purposes 
such  as  the  fitness  of  employees  to  enter  the  Council’s  service,  the  medical  examinations  of  children  in  the  care 
of  the  Children’s  Committee  and  the  fitness  of  firemen  to  operate  wearing  special  breathing  apparatus. 

In  addition,  your  two  Medical  Officers,  who  are  also  District  Medical  Officers,  also  examine  for  fitness 
successful  candidates  for  employment  by  their  own  Councils. 

The  total  number  of  examinations  carried  out,  excluding  those  in  paragraph  two,  during  the  year  was  205. 
Public  Education  in  Health  Matters. 

Twenty-eight  lectures  on  health  matters  were  given  during  the  year  by  your  medical  officers. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  County  Council’s  duties  in  connection  with  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1948,  are  under- 
taken by  the  department  of  the  Cheif  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures.  The  following  particulars  relate  to 
samples  taken  during  the  year  : — 


TABLE  VI.  SHOWING  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  OF  WHICH  SAMPLES  WERE  SUBMITTED  FOR 
ANALYSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  3 1ST  DECEMBER,  1951. 


Description  of  Sample. 

Number  obtained. 

Number  certified 
as  satisfactory. 

Number  certified 
as  adulterated  or 
not  up  to  standard. 

Milk  

120 

97 

23 

Barley  Wine 

2 

1 

1 

Cheese  Spread  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

3 

2 

1 

Crystallised  Fruits,  etc. 

2 

— 

2 

Golden  Crunch  Bar  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Honey  Mixture 

2 

— 

2 

Ice  Cream 

19 

15 

4 

Jams 

7 

6 

1 

Jellies  ... 

19 

15 

4 

Orange  Flavour  Wine  (non-alcoholic) 

I 

— 

1 

Peppermints 

3 

2 

1 

Sausages 

4 

3 

1 

Whisky  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Medicinal  Preparations 

8 

6 

2 

Miscellaneous  ... 

68 

68 

— 

TOTAL  

263 

217 

46 

Number  analysed  by  Public  Analyst  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Number  analysed  Departmentally — Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 


Total  ... 


263 
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TABLE  VII.— SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  OBTAINED  FROM  EACH  AREA  FOR  THE 
PURPOSE  OF  ANALYSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 


District. 

New  Milk. 

Other 

Samples. 

Total. 

Arreton 

5 



5 

Bembridge 

1 

10 

11 

Brading 

3 

2 

5 

Calbourne 

1 

— 

1 

Chale 

1 

— 

1 

Cowes  ... 

21 

13 

34 

Cranmore 

— 

— 



East  Cowes 

6 

9 

15 

Freshwater 

4 

15 

19 

Gurnard 

2 

— 

2 

Godshill 

9 

1 

10 

Newchurch 

1 

— 

1 

Newport 

28 

20 

48 

Niton  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Ryde  ... 

18 

11 

29 

Sandown 

3 

30 

33 

Seaview 

— 

— 

— 

Shanklin 

4 

19 

23 

Shorwell 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Helens 

— 

— 

— 

Totland 

— 

— 

— 

Ventnor 

2 

9 

11 

Whitwell 

4 

— 

4 

Wootton 

2 

— 

2 

Wroxall 

4 

— 

4 

Yarmouth 

1 

2 

3 

Yeovil 

— ■ 

1 

1 

120 

143 

263 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AND  DAIRIES)  ACTS,  1944. 

A total  of  215  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds  whose  milk  is  not  Tuberculin  Tested 
and  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment.  These  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Winchester.  Four  of  these  milks  were  found  to  be  positive  and  arrangements  were  at 
once  made  with  the  producers  to  have  the  milk  heat  treated  at  the  plant  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Creameries,  Ltd. 
The  Divisional  Inspector,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  took  appropriate  action  to  detect  and  deal  with 
the  offending  animals. 

The  two  pasteurising  premises  licensed  by  the  County  Council  have  been  subject  to  supervision,  and  samples 
of  pasteurised  milk  from  these  premises  have  been  taken  at  the  rate  of  six  samples  monthly.  The  results  of 
samples  for  the  year  under  reveiw  were  almost  100  per  cent  satisfactory,  one  sample  only  failing  to  pass  the 
phosphatase  test. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  samples  from  the  two  Hospital  Dairy  Farms  at  Whitecroft  and  St.  Mary’s  are 
taken  at  the  rate  of  12  a year  at  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  at  the  Pathological  Department  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newport.  Further  samples  from  these 
two  farms  are  taken  quarterly  at  the  request  of  the  Minister  for  submission  to  biological  examination  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Winchester. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 


TABLE  VIII. 

1.  Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Farmers  in  the  County  31-12-51  ...  ...  ...  ...  565 

Number  of  herd  inspections  by  Vets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  596 

Number  of  animals  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,588 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.,  year  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  215 

Number  of  samples  positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  affected  farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  visits  to  affected  farms  by  Vets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  cows  slaughtered  under  T.B.  Order  as  result  of  above  ...  ...  ...  1 


7 


TABLE  IX.  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  COLLECTED. 


Designation. 

No.  of 
Samples 

Col- 

lected. 

Type  of  Examination. 

Methylene  Blue. 

Phosphatase 

Biological 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed.  Failed. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pasteurised 

71 

71 

— 

70  1 

— 

— 

Non-Designated 

215 

— 

— 

— — 

4 

211 

Hospital  Farms : 

Non-Designated 

24 

24 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Non-Designated 

8 

— 

— 

— — 

8* 

Totals  ... 

318 

95 

— ' 

70  1 

4 

219 

*These  samples  also  gave  negative  results  for  Brucella  Abortus. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

TABLE  X.— NOTIFICATIONS  MADE  TO  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural 
District 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

3 

15 

3 

2 

2 

31 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

I — 

— 

' 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

12 

2 

6 

4 

2 

8 

34 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis : 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Paralytic  ... 

5 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

11 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

rr-.  ! 

s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Post  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

I 

1 

1 

— 

7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

416 

53 

433 

514 

368 

41 

1825  • 

Whooping  Cough 

69 

128 

157 

175 

31 

26 

586 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

5 

2 

— 

1 

• ■*— 

8 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— : 

Meningoccal  Infection 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Para  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

H 

3 

1 

— 

<— 

4 

* Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

14 

9 

17 

21 

13 

10 

84 

*Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

10 

8 

5 

2 

4 

33 

Totals  ... 

52>D 

213 

644 

726 

426 

94 

262>2> 

*N.B. — These  figures  include  notifications  of  29  pulmonary  cases  which  have  come  to  reside 
in  the  Island.  . 


There  was  a big  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  over  the  1950  figures.  This 
was  mainly  due  to  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  1825  notifications  of  the  former  and  58l6of  the  latter. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  either  disease. 

Eleven  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year  compared  with  95  in  1950.  Scarlet  Fever  with 
31  notifications  was  less  prevalent  (74)  and  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 

Although  the  Island  is  credited  with  two  deaths  from  poliomyelitis,  neither  of  these  was  notified  during  the 
year  under  review.  One  was  a lad  who  contracted  poliomyelitis  many  years  ago  and  who  was  admitted  to  an 
orthopaedic  hospital  for  an  operation  on  his  spine  and  who  died  of  respiratory  failure  at  or  soon  after  the  operation. 
The  other  was  a woman  who  contracted  severe  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  1950  and  who  died  suddenly  in  hospital 
as  the  result  of  her  respiratory  paralysis. 


\ 
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TABLE  XI.— CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  THE  ISLAND  DURING  1951, 

ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUP. 


Age. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Poliomyelitis. 
Paralytic  Non-P’lytic 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Food 

Poisoning. 

Under  1 

— 



— 

— 

31 

52 

— 

1 and  under  2 

— 

gl 

1 

108 

36 

— 

2 and  under  3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

136 

59 

— 

3 and  under  4 

— 

3 

1 

202 

81 

— 

4 and  under  5 

— 

4 

— 

— 

260 

91 

— 

5 and  under  10 

— 

14 

3 

— 

961 

233 

1 

10  and  under  15 

— 

5 

2 

— 

76 

16 

2 

15  and  under  25 

1 

1 

— 

20 

2 

-fr  , 

25  and  under  35 

— 

1 

3 

— 

22 

10 

— 

35  and  under  45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

6 

— 

45  and  under  65 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

— 

31 

11 

— 

1825 

i 586 

4 

TABLE  XII.— NOTIFICATIONS  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 

PAST  TEN  YEARS. 


Disease. 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Small  Pox  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

47 

125 

116 

109 

66 

41 

102 

70 

74 

31 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

9 

— 

6 

3 

20 

4 

2 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

pi 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

2 

— 

— 

34 

— 

— 

24 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

18 

29 

20 

7 

23 

24 

26 

26 

34 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia  . . . 

24 

15 

12 

13 

20 

15 

6 

7 

4 

6 

Meningococ- 
cal Infection 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis and 
Polio  En- 
cephalitis ... 

2 

46 

7 

11 

95 

11 

Acute 

Encephalitis 
Infective  . . . 

1 

1 

3 

Acute  Enceph- 
alitis Post 

Infectious  ... 

1 

Erysipelas  . . . 

11 

8 

8 

12 

17 

15 

17 

11 

12 

7 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

4 

6 

2 

2 

I 

2 

1 



— 

1 

Measles 

77 

426 

975 

231 

566 

605 

396 

927 

333 

1825 

Whooping 

Cough 

56 

19 

316 

22 

153 

102 

333 

156 

88 

58  6 

Dysentery  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Malaria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Undulant 

Fever 

Relapse 

1 

Brucella 
Abortus  In- 
fection 

1 

f Food 
Poisoning 







— 

157 

5 

4 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

90 

103 

108 

98 

90 

118 

64 

91 

91 

84 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

32 

16 

20 

13 

18 

28 

28 

26 

23 

33 

f Notifiable  as  from  1-1-49. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


Births . 

The  Registrar  General  credits  the  Island  with  12^4  births  (live  and  still)  whereas  the  number  of  births 
notified  to  the  Health  Department  was  1258 — a difference  of  ffe  The  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  and  is  therefore  the  true 
figure  for  the  calculaton  of  the  birth  rate. 

TABLE  XIII.  DETAILS  OF  BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  TO  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  DURING 

1951. 


Tear  1951. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Births. 

Born  at 
Home. 

Born  in 
Nursing 
Home. 

Born  in 
Hospital. 

Total. 

f 

Live  Births 

604 

612 

1216 

548 

265 

403 

1216 

Still  Births 

19 

23 

42 

12 

10 

20 

42 

Total 

623 

635 

1258 

560 

275 

423 

1258 

Table  XIII  shows  that  of  the  1258  births  notified,  1216  were  live  births  and  42  were  still  births.  The  table 
also  shows  the  number  of  babies  born  at  home,  in  hospital  and  in  nursing  homes. 

In  addition  27  other  births  occurring  on  the  Island  were  not  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Table  XIV  which  follows  is  interesting  depicting  as  it  does  the  number  of  domiciliary  births,  the  number 
of  hospital  births  and  the  number  of  nursing  home  births  each  year  since  1948  when  the  National  Health  Service 
with  its  free  hospital  treatment  was  launched. 


TABLE  XIV.  GIVING  DETAILS  OF  PLACE  OF  BIRTHS  (LIVE  AND  STILL)  NOTIFIED  TO 

THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

Years  1948 — 1951  (inclusive). 


Tear. 

Total 

Births. 

Born  at  Home. 

Percent- 

age. 

Born  in  Nursing 
Home. 

Percent- 

age. 

Born  in  Hospital. 

Per  cent- 
re. 

1948  

1501 

729 

48.6 

564 

37.6 

208 

13.8 

1949  

1370 

643 

46.9 

483 

35.3 

244 

17.8 

1950  

1276 

598 

46.8 

346 

27.2 

332 

26.0 

1951  

1258 

560 

44.5 

275 

21 .9 

423 

33.6 

N.B. — The  unnotified  births  have  not  been  included  in  this  Table  and  this  accounts  for  the  apparent  discrepancy 
between  the  figures  of  total  births  shown  in  this  table  when  comparing  these  with  the  other  tables. 

From  the  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  although  the  percentage  of  births  taking  place  in  hospital  has  increased 
by  19.8  since  1948,  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  births  has  only  decreased  by  4.1.  It  is  obvious  therefore  that 
hospital  admissions  are  increasing  mainly  at  the  expense  of  the  private  nursing  homes. 

Ante-Natal  Care. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  ante-natal  care  of  the  expectant  mother  is  one  of  the  main  causes  for  the  decline  in 
maternal  mortality  and  women  are  becoming  more  and  more  conscious  of  the  need  for  this  care  and  the  National 
Health  Service  has  made  it  possible  for  many  more  women  to  be  able  to  afford  to  have  pre-natal  attention  from 
their  own  doctors  with  a consequential  decrease  in  the  numbers  attending  the  Council’s  ante-natal  clinics. 

In  my  report  for  1950  I called  attention  to  the  overlapping  of  the  three  authorities  responsible  for  the  maternity 
services  and  the  need  for  co-ordination.  I am  glad  to  say  that  a scheme  for  ante-natal  care  has  been  agreed  to 
by  the  general  practitioners  and  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  on  the  Island  and  if  this  is  adhered  to  by  all  concerned 
namely  the  midwives,  the  general  practitioners,  the  consultant  and  the  Local  Health  Authority  medical  officers, 
there  will  be  little  cause  for  overlapping. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  Council’s  clinics,  both  ante-  and 
post-natal. 
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TABLE  XV.  ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 


No.  of  Clinics 

No.  of  Sessions 

No.  of  Women  in  Attendance. 

Total  number 

provided  at  end 

held  per  month. 

of  attendances 

of year. 

No.  of  women 

No.  of  new 

made  by  women 

who  attended 

cases  included 

included  in 

during  year. 

in  col.  (4). 

col.  (4)  during 

the  year. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ante-natal  Clinics  ... 

8 

18 

536 

459 

1210 

Post-natal  Clinics  ... 

* 

* 

30 

29 

32 

*Post-Natal  cases  are  seen  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


Family  Planning. 

At  the  monthly  clinics  held  in  Newport  and  Ryde,  2 1 sessions  were  held  and  142  women  made  205  atten- 
dances. These  women  were  sent  by  their  own  doctors  for  medical  reasons. 

Infant  Welfare. 

A new  centre  at  Niton  was  opened  during  the  year  and  one  at  St.  Lawrence  closed.  All  centres  continued 
to  be  well  attended.  Attendances  amounted  to  12,683  (11,112),  8,256  by  infants  under  one  year  and  4,427  by 
children  between  one  and  five  years. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 
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Care  of  Premature  Babies. 

All  babies  with  a birth  weight  of  under  5|lbs.  are  notified  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  suitable  action 
taken.  Table  XVII  shows  particulars  of  the  number  notified  and  the  fate  of  these  babies  up  to  the  end  of  four 
weeks. 


TABLE  XVII.  CARE  OF  PREMATURE  OR  UNDERWEIGHT  INFANTS. 

(i.e.  babies  weighing  5|lbs.  or  less  at  birth.) 

1951. 

(a)  Premature  Infants. 

Number  of  notified  premature  or  underweight  infants  born  on  the  Island  during 

1950  and  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Percentage  of  all  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.9 

Number  of  premature  babies  notified  who  were  : — 

(a)  Born  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

( b ) Born  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

( c ) Born  in  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  those  born  at  home  who  were  : — 

(a)  Nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

( b ) Removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  those  born  at  home  who  died  : — 

(a)  During  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Between  2nd  and  28th  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Number  of  those  born  at  home  who  survived  at  the  end  of  four  weeks...  ...  17 

Number  of  those  born  in  hospitals  who  died  : — 

(a)  During  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Between  2nd  and  28th  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  those  born  in  hospitals  who  survived  at  the  end  of  four  weeks  ...  20 

Number  of  those  born  in  nursing  homes  : — 

(a)  Who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Who  died  between  the  2nd  and  28th  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

( c ) Who  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


( b ) Stillbirths  and  Abortions. 

Number  of  Stillbirths  : — 

(a)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

( b ) In  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

( c ) In  hospitals...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  Abortions  : — 

(a)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

( b ) In  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  In  hospitals...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


1950. 


66 

5.3 


20 

31 

15 


18 

2 


2 

1 

17 


3 

5 

23 


2 

2 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Children  under  five  with  orthopaedic  defects  are  seen  at  the  clinic  at  the  County  Hall  which  is  held  monthly 
and  to  which  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  sends  a consultant.  During  the  calendar  year  1 32  attendances  were 
made  by  children  under  school  age.  Ten  children  were  referred  from  this  clinic  for  treatment  at  the  Lord 
Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  Council’s  Senior  Dental  Surgeon  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  report : — 

“Owing  to  the  shortage  of  dental  staff,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  find  time  for  a system  of  regular  inspections 
at  the  various  ante-natal  and  welfare  clinics.  Treatment  has  been  available,  however,  for  any  mothers  and 
young  children  who  have  requested  it. 

Fifty-three  mothers  were  examined,  all  of  whom  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  treatment.  They  all  accepted 
and  received  treatment.  This  was  of  a comprehensive  nature  and  included  such  items  as  radiographical  ex- 
amination and  the  supply  of  dentures. 

Of  the  126  young  children  inspected,  121  required  and  received  treatment.  The  100  per  cent  acceptance 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  only  those  applying  for  treatment  were  examined. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  dental  officers,  it  is  hoped  to  resume  regular  routine  inspections  at  all 
the  welfare  clinics  in  the  near  future.” 
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A summary  of  the  work  performed  is  as  follows  : — 

TABLE  XVIII.  NUMBERS  PROVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CARE. 


Examined. 

Needing 

Treatment. 

'T reated. 

Made  Dentally 
Fit. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

53 

53 

56 

25 

Children  under  five 

126 

121 

121 

81 

TABLE  XIX.  FORMS  OF  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED. 


Extrac- 

tions. 

Anaesthetics. 

Fillings. 

Scalings 

or 

Scaling 
and  gum 
treat- 
ment. 

Silver 

Nitrate 

treat- 

ment. 

Dressings 
(. Includ- 
ing 

denture 
fittings) . 

Radio- 

graphs. 

Dentures  provided. 

Com- 

plete. 

Partial. 

Local. 

General. 

Expectant 
and  Nurs- 
ing Mothers 

68 

36 

33 

12 

3 

15 

2 

3 

6 

Children 

under 

five 

99 

75 

2 

79 

— 

62 

1 

— 

; 

— 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

During  the  year  68  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  of  whom  53  practised  throughout  the  year 
and  15  for  part  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  54  state  certified  midwives  were  practising  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  ; nine  in  hospitals, 
10  in  nursing  homes,  three  independently  and  32  on  the  nursing  staff  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

In  addition,  two  state  certified  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  as  maternity  nurses  during  the 

year. 

In  supervising  the  work  of  the  midwives,  68  routine  visits  were  made. 

TABLE  XX.  SUMMARY  OF  RETURNS  SUBMITTED  BY  THE  68  MIDWIVES,  2 MATERNITY 
NURSES  AND  ONE  MATERNITY  NURSE  WHO  IS  NOT  A QUALIFIED  MIDWIFE, 

DURING  1951. 


No.  of  births  attended. 

As 

Maternity 

Nurses. 

As 

Midwives 

Total. 

By  Midwives 

(a)  Council’s  Domiciliary 
Midwives) ... 

496 

185 

681 

(b)  Independent  midwives 

88 

56 

144 

(c)  In  Hospital  ... 

80 

334 

414 

By  Maternity  Nurses 

4 

— 

14 

By  Maternity  Nurse 

26 

— 

26 

(not  a qualified  midwife) 

694 

575 

1269 

14 


During  the  year  twin  births  occurred  in  17  cases. 

In  16  instances,  midwives  sent  for  medical  aid  and  an  analysis  of  the  aid  forms  shows  that  all  were  in  respect 
of  the  mother.  A further  analysis  of  these  1 6 shows  that  one  was  for  complications  of  pregnancy,  one  for  miscarriage 
or  threatened  miscarriage,  1 0 for  causes  arising  out  of  labour  and  4 for  causes  arising  after  labour. 

Of  the  10  causes  arising  during  labour  : — 

2 were  on  account  of  obstructed  or  delayed  labbur 

2 ,,  ,,  „ ,,  hemorrhage 

5 „ „ „ ,,  ruptured  perineum  and 

1 was  „ ,,  „ another  cause. 

In  addition  to  the  above  summonses  for  medical  aid,  the  midwives  notified  22  stillbirths,  six  performing 
last  office,  four  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  and  10  artificial  feeding. 

Caesarean  Section. 

Thirty-seven  of  the  deliveries  on  the  Island  were  by  section.  Thirty-five  took  place  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
and  two  in  a nursing  hame. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  two  in  the  Sandown-Shanklin  Urban  District  and  one  in  each  Newport 
and  Ryde  boroughs  and  in  Ventnor  and  Cowes  Urban  districts.  Four  of  the  cases  developed  in  domiciliary 
deliveries  and  two  in  nursing  home  deliveries.  One  of  the  cases  was  transferred  to  the  Fairlee  Isolation  Hospital. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

Three  women  died  as  a result  of  child  birth,  two  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  and  one  at  home. 

Administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

Of  the  Authority’s  32  domiciliary  midwives,  26  are  qualified  to  administer  nitrous  oxide.  Of  the 
remaining  six,  three  are  near  retiral  age  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  train  them.  The  remaining  three  will  be  trained 
when  convenient. 

Three  hundred  and  two  women  attended  by  the  Authority’s  midwives  had  gas  and  air  analgesia  during  the 
confinement : therefore  in  54.0  per  cent  of  the  confinements  attended  by  the  Authority’s  domiciliary  midwives, 
gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newport,  is  now  a Part  II  Training  School  for  midwives  and  certain  of  the  Council’s 
domiciliary  midwives  have  been  approved  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  to  assist  in  the  training  of  these  pupil 
midwives.  Pupils  who  have  successfully  taken  Part  I of  the  training  spend  six  months  doing  practical  work, 
three  months  in  the  Part  II  training  school  and  three  months  on  the  district  with  approved  domiciliary  midwives. 
During  the  training,  the  pupils  receive  lectures  from  your  medical  officers  on  such  subjects  as  health  and  social 
legislation,  child  welfare,  etc. 


HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  employ  two  whole  time  health  visitors,  one  stationed  in  Ryde  and  one  in 
Newport.  In  the  other  areas,  health  visiting  is  carried  out  by  general  duty  nurses. 

One  nurse  was  accepted  for  the  Health  Visitors  Course  at  Southampton  University  and  was  successful  in 
obtaining  a certificate.  She  is  now  undergoing  district  training  to  become  a Queens  Nurse  and  will  be  employed 
as  such  in  the  Island. 

The  total  number  of  health  visits  paid  on  the  Island  in  1951  was  18,409. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

This  was  carried  on  mainly  by  the  general  duty  nurses  and  3,621  (3,257)  cases  were  dealt  with  entailing 
70,846  (67,181)  visits. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Table  XXI  set  out  below  shows  in  detail  the  number  of  certificates  received  by  the  Local  Health  Authority 
in  respect  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  viz.,  vaccination  841  (700),  re-vaccinations  706 
(257),  immunisations  1 1 12  (776)  and  re-inforcing  doses  1184  (419). 

Although  these  figures  are  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  there  is  little  cause  for  complacency. 
In  1950,  140,000  fewer  children  (in  the  country  generally)  in  the  0-5  age  group  were  immunised  than  in  1949. 

It  is  vital,  if  diphtheria  is  to  remain  as  infrequent  as  it  is  at  present,  to  secure  that  75  per  cent  of  all  babies 
are  immunised  before  their  first  birthday.  What  is  the  present  position  ? In  England  and  Wales,  only  28  per 
cent  of  the  estimated  number  of  children  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  were  immunised.  This  falls  far  short  of 
the  optimum  number. 
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TABLE  XXI  gives  the  position  as  far  as  is  known  for  the  period  lstjanuary — 31st  December,  1951 . 


Vaccir 

ations. 

Number 

Re-Va 

oj  persons 
zcinaled 

Diphlheria  Immuni 

nations. 

Children 
under  5 

Age  5 + 

Children 
under  5 

Age  5 + 

Children  I 

’mmunised. 

No.  oj 
Children 
who 
received 
re-inforcing 
doses. 

Under  5 

Over  5 

By  General  Practitioners 

By  Authority’s  Staff 

413 

206 

221 

1 

23 

3 

664 

16 

523 

314 

74 

201 

54 

1130 

Table  XXII  shows  a summary  of  the  immunisation  state  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  children  arranged  in  districts. 


Urban  Districts. 

Borough  Districts. 

Rural 

District. 

Total. 

Cowes 

Sandown- 

Shanklin 

Ventnor 

Newport 

Ryde 

I.W.R.D. 

Number  born  in  years 
as  stated  below  and 
fully  immunised  by 
31-12-51  : 

1951 

1 

10 

1 

8 

10 

12 

48 

1950 

98 

81 

23 

111 

125 

135 

573 

1949 

126 

106 

40 

123 

165 

152 

712 

1948 

159 

101 

64 

211 

152 

180 

867 

1947 

164 

160 

90 

232 

177 

228 

1051 

Total  ... 

554 

458 

218 

685 

629 

707 

3251 

Percentage  fully  immun- 

ised  by  31-12-51 

36.9 

52.6 

40.8 

43.3 

40.8 

50.8 

43.8 

Number  of  children  born 
in  5 — 9 age  group  as 
stated  fully  immunised 
by  31-12-51  : 

Ages  5 — 9,  i.e.,  born 
1942-46 

783 

658 

228 

1126 

686 

794 

4275 

Ages  1 0 — 14 

652 

548 

248 

1220 

766 

794 

4228 

Total 

1435 

1206 

476 

2346 

1452 

1588 

8503 

Percentage  of  children 
age  5 — 14  years  im- 
munised on  31-12-51... 

62.7 

71  .4 

60.4 

86.2 

54.4 

68.1 

68.1 

Total  number  of  children 

immunised  on  31-12-51 

1989 

1664 

694 

3031 

2081 

2295 

11754 

Percentage  of  children 
under  14  immunised  on 
31-12-51  

52.4 

65.1 

60.4 

70.4 

49.5 

61  .6 

59.0 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  ambulance  service  still  meets  all  demands,  but  several  times  during  the  year  it  was  stretched  to  its  limit. 
More  and  more  ambulances  are  being  ordered  for  regular  weekly  visits  sometimes  twice,  sometimes  thrice  and  even 
oftener  to  take  bedridden  patients  for  physiotherapy  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  meet  all  these  demands  if, 
as  so  often  hapens,  one  or  two  ambulances  are  absent  on  the  mainland. 

Table  XXIII  shows  in  graphic  form  the  monthly  mileage  covered  by  the  Council’s  ambulances  for  the 
period  July  4th,  1948  to  December  31st,  1951.  This  graph  depicts  the  upward  tendency  of  the  mileage  and  also 
shows  clearly  that  the  peak  periods  are  in  the  holiday  months.  It  is  therefore  during  this  period  that  the  biggest 
strain  falls  on  the  service  because  not  only  are  more  persons  being  moved  but  more  journeys  to  the  mainland  are 
made. 

In  June,  1951,  the  Ministry  of  Health  introduced  an  annual  costing  return  and  have  requested  all  local 
health  authorities  to  submit  statistics  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  and  Table  XXIV  is  a summary  of 
the  statistics  submitted  by  each  ambulance  station  or  sub-station. 

As  the  records  required  by  the  Ministry  have  only  been  kept  since  July,  1951,  full  statistics  for  that  year  are 
not  available  and  so  the  table  has  been  given  for  the  financial  year  1951-52. 

In  the  return  ‘patient’  means  one  person  carried  once  in  one  direction  so  that  a patient  taken  to  and  from 
hospital  in  one  day  counts  as  two,  irrespective  of  whether  or  not  the  ambulance  waits  to  take  him  or  her  home. 

On  the  other  hand  ‘journey’  means  a vehicle’s  round  trip  and  is  not  to  be  taken  as  broken  by  diversions 
made  to  carry  out  fresh  instructions  received  during  the  journey. 


TABLE  XXIII.  GRAPH  SHOWING  AMBULANCE  MILEAGE  DURING  PERIOD 
4th  JULY,  1948— 31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 
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7.750 
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7.250 

7.000 
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6.500 

6.250 

6.000 

5.750 

5.500 

5.250 
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4.750 

4.500 

4.250 

4.000 

3.750 
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TABLE  XXIV  shows  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  the  ambulance  service  during  the  year. 


• 

No.  of  Vehicles  on  “i\st  March,  1952. 

Total  No.  of  patients  carried  during  the 

year  ended  3Dt  March,  1952. 

Total  No.  of  Journeys  during  the  year 

ended  31  st  March,  1952. 

Total  Mileage  during  the  year 

ended  3 1st  March,  1952. 

No.  of  Journeys  to  Mainland  by 

Island  Ambulances. 

No.  of  Mainland  Journeys  arranged 

through  other  Authorities. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Directly  Provided 
Service  ... 

Ambulances 

6 

7313 

4344 

82516 

68 

72 

Cars 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Agency  Service 

Ambulances 

2 

471 

301 

9688 

8 

— 

Cars 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Supplementary 

Services 

Ambulances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

• 

Cars 

41 

18708 

7040 

1324001 

— 

142 

Hired  Cars  as 
and  when 
required  ... 

153 

92 

2480 

— 

Hospital  Car  Service. 

Those  public  spirited  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  voluntarily  give  their  services  and  use  their  cars  for  a mileage 
figure  which,  although  it  may  cover  the  running  cost  certainly  leaves  little  for  depreciation,  deserve  the  gratitude 
of  the  Council  and  the  ratepayers.  The  demand  for  hospital  cars  varies  from  month  to  month  but  shows  a 
slightly  rising  tendency  as  will  be  seen  from  the  graph  in  Table  XXV.  This  shows  the  mileage  covered  each 
month  since  November,  1949  and  also  the  monthly  cost,  i.e.,  the  amount  paid  to  the  volunteer  drivers  on  a mileage 
bacis  and  petty  cash  payments. 

It  must  again  be  emphasised  that  the  ambulance  or  hospital  car  service,  although  free  of  cost  to  the  patient 
is  only  for  those  patients  who  cannot  use  public  means  of  transport  by  reason  of  illness  or  infirmity  : nor  should 
the  service  be  used  unless  the  journey  is  necessitated  by  the  patients  condition.  For  example,  the  ambulance 
service  is  not  intended  to  be  used  to  move  patients  from  one  place  to  another  for  a change  of  air  or  for  the  benefit 
of  relatives. 


TABLE  XXV.  GRAPH  SHOWING  MILEAGE  AND  COST  OF  HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE. 

Period  November,  1949 — December,  1951. 
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Cost  is  indicated  thus  : — - 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS:  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 


(A)  Tuberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  pays  domiciliary  visits  to  affected  households  for  the  purposes  fully  set 
out  in  my  report  for  1950.  During  the  year  she  attended  141  sessions  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  and  44  at  X-ray  clinics. 
In  addition  she  paid  1,007  visits,  190  of  which  were  first  visits,  677  subsequent  visits  and  140  special  visits. 

As  the  result  of  some  of  these  visits,  12  patients  received  extra  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  and  extra 
bedding  or  clothing  was  provided  for  two  others.  In  addition  one  patient  was  provided  with  material  for 
occupational  therapy  in  the  form  of  embroidery  work. 

Dr.  D.  J.  Easton,  the  Chest  Physician,  has  kindly  submitted  the  following  report : — 

“(1)  Number  of  contacts  of  old  cases  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

(2)  Number  of  contacts  of  new  cases  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

(3)  Number  of  contacts  tuberculin  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

(4)  Number  of  negative  reactions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

(5)  Number  of  B.C.G.  vaccinations  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

(6)  Number  of  X-ray  examinations  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2028 

So  far  the  response  to  acceptance  of  B.C.G.  vaccinations  among  contact  has  been  very  satisfactory,  All 
B.C.G.  vaccinations  carried  out  to  date  have  been  successful  in  instigating  conversion  of  tuberculin  test  from 
negative  to  positive.  Repeat  vaccination  has,  therefore,  been  unnecessary.” 

Mass  Radiography. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  South  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  mass  radiography 
unit  from  Portsmouth  paid  its  second  visit  to  the  Island  in  October.  The  visit  was  of  much  shorter  duration 
than  that  of  1950  and  only  Cowes,  East  Cowes  and  Newport  were  visited. 

In  all  3550  (2612  males  and  938  females)  passed  through  the  unit  and  of  these  127  were  asked  to  return 
for  a large  X-ray  film  and  35  for  a clinical  examination. 

At  the  time  of  going  to  print,  the  report  of  the  Director  had  not  yet  been  received,  so  this  must  of  necessity 
wait  the  publication  of  my  report  to  you  for  the  year  1952. 

TABLE  XXVI.— SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  THE  DEATHS  FROM 

TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other  Forms. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other  Forms. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  

1—  

5—  

4 

— 

1 

4 

7 

— 

— 

— 

10—  

1 

— 

3 

5 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

15—  

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—  

7 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—  

10 

17 

2 

2 

1 

1 

r.4-> 

— 

35—  

7 

7 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

45—  

8 

2 

— 

2 

3 

— 

■f- 

— 

55—  

7 

5 

1 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  1951 

47 

42 

12 

21 

13 

6 

1 

— 

Totals  1950 

54 

44 

10 

13 

11 

13 

3 

— 

These  figures  include  a few  patients  who  have  been  re-instated  on  the  register. 


Table  XXVI  shows  all  the  new  cases  and  includes  primary  notifications  89,  transfers  from  other  areas  29, 
information  gained  from  death  returns,  including  inward  transfers  2,  and  cases  replaced  on  the  register  because 
they  had  returned  to  the  Island  2. 
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TABLE  XXVII.— SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTERS  SHOWING  THAT  THERE  WERE 
758  CASES  ON  THE  REGISTER  ON  THE  1st  JANUARY  and  808  ON  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 

Note. — This  table  does  not  include  the  deaths  of  persons  not  previously  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and 
therefore  not  on  the  registers. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Number  of  Patients. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1950 

335 

240 

83 

100 

418 

340 

Added  during  1951  (new  cases) 

30 

26 

12 

21 

42 

47 

Cases  removed  from  other  areas 

14 

15 

— 

— 

14 

15 

Old  cases  left,  re-admitted 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Old  case  ‘Lost  sight  of’  re-admitted  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Old  ‘Cured’  re-admitted 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Old  ‘Mistaken  diagnosis’  re-admitted  ... 

— 

m 

— 

— 

— 

Gross  Total 

380 

282 

95 

121 

475 

403 

Removed  to  other  areas  during  1951  ... 

Removed — ‘ Lost  sight  of  ’ 

11 

8 

— 

1 

11 

9 

— 

— 

— 

i S | 

— 

— 

Removed — Diagnosis  unconfirmed 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Removed  from  Register  as  being  ‘Cured’ 

11 

6 

4 

4 

15 

10 

Died  during  1951 

11 

6 

1 

— 

12 

6 

Died  from  other  diseases 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Totals  to  be  removed  from  Register 

36 

22 

6 

6 

42 

28 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1951 

344 

260 

89 

115 

433 

375 

TABLE  XXVIII.  DETAILS  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  RECEIVED. 

(FRESH  ISLAND  CASES  ONLY.) 


Tear. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1935 

34 

30 

64 

15 

12 

27 

91  \ 

1936 

26 

29 

55 

8 

14 

22 

1 

77 

1937 

35 

28 

63 

297 

26 

17 

43 

132 

106  } 429 

1938 

30 

29 

59 

8 

15 

23 

1 

82  \ 

1939 

33 

23 

56 

10 

7 

17 

I 

73 

1940 

34 

17 

51 

14 

4 

18  ^ 

24  / 

69  \ 

1941 

24 

18 

42 

10 

14 

66 

1942 

50 

21 

71 

333 

12 

18 

30 

106 

101  > 439 

1943 

49 

38 

87 

10 

4 

14 

101  \ 

1944 

49 

33 

82 

7 

13 

20 

102  / 

1945 

39 

31 

70  ' 

11 

2 

13 

83  \ 

1946 

42 

20 

62 

5 

9 

14 

76 

1947 

37 

36 

73 

316 

17 

11 

28 

103 

101  \ 419 

1948 

23 

18 

41 

8 

16 

24 

65  \ 

1949 

43 

27 

70 

14 

10 

24 

94  ' 

1950 

32 

26 

58 

9 

12 

21 

79 

1951 

30 

26 

56 

12 

21 

33 

89 

(B)  Other  Illness, 

Except  in  the  case  of  children,  very  few  requests  have  been  received  from  the  hospitals  for  after  care  of 
patients  discharged  from  these  hospitals.  An  occasional  request  for  domestic  help  or  holiday  home  care  is 
received. 

Eleven  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Guy’s  Memorial  Home  at  “Glenochie”,  Gurnard  and  three  to  “Fairways,” 
Freshwater,  for  holiday  care  by  arrangement  with  the  proprietors. 

Patients  are  required  to  contribute  towards  this  treatment  according  to  a scale  adopted  by  the  Committee 
and  in  one  case  the  full  cost  was  repaid,  in  nine  part  of  the  cost  and  in  four  instances  no  contributions  were 
required  from  the  patients. 


21 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

Table  XXIX  shows  the  position  for  each  month  of  the  year  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1950  in  brackets. 


TABLE  XXIX. 


Month. 

No.  oj  Home 
Helps  employed 
{Full  and  Part 
Time ) 

No.  oj  cases 
served. 

Contributions 
required  in  pull. 

Part 

contributions 

required. 

No 

contributions 

required. 

January  ... 

38 

(48) 

162  (130) 

40 

(55) 

43 

(31) 

79 

(44) 

February 

39 

(45) 

151  (148) 

35 

(56) 

55 

(37) 

61 

(55) 

March 

37 

(41) 

144  (164) 

23 

(55) 

59 

(38) 

62 

(71) 

April 

37 

(38) 

135  (147) 

18 

(54) 

97 

(32) 

20 

(61) 

May 

35 

(37) 

149  (135) 

29 

(43) 

99 

(30) 

21 

(62) 

June 

33 

(34) 

121  (128) 

23 

(35) 

77 

(31) 

21 

(62) 

July  

31 

(29) 

124  (131) 

23 

(35) 

78 

(28) 

23 

(68) 

August  ... 

31 

(35) 

136  (145) 

28 

(34) 

85 

(39) 

23 

(72) 

September 

33 

(36) 

134  (135) 

27 

(37) 

80 

(27) 

27 

(71) 

October  ... 

34 

(36) 

122  (124) 

24 

(27) 

68 

(32) 

30 

(65) 

November 

32 

(40) 

117  (126) 

20 

(25) 

69 

(32) 

28 

(69) 

December 

33 

(40) 

124  (127) 

23 

(27) 

74 

(28) 

27 

(72) 

This  service  is  much  appreciated  by  the  public  judging  by  the  number  of  grateful  letters  received  by  the 
Health  Department. 

The  Organiser,  Mrs.  Janion,  has  prepared  a short  report  dealing  with  the  financial  year  1951-1952  and 
this  I append 

“During  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1952,  the  Home  Help  Service  has  dealt  with  417  cases.  Of  these 
198  have  been  O.A.P.’s 
68  confinements 
151  general. 


Service  of  Home  Helps. 

There  is  at  present  a staff  of  36  Home  Helps  ; the  majority  of  these  women  having  been  enrolled  for 
over  two  years.  I would  like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
the  outstanding,  loyal,  willing  and  steady  work  these  women  have  rendered  during  this  time.  Much  of  their 
work  is  carried  on  under  very  difficult  and  often  most  unpleasant  conditions  such  as  continual  washing 
of  soiled  bed  linen,  the  cleaning  up  of  extremely  dirty  homes  and  inmates  with  filthy  habits.  I do  my  best  to 
alleviate  the  conditions  by  trying  to  persuade  the  families  and  relations  to  be  cleaner  but  as  a rule,  the  Home 
Help  copes  with  the  conditions  to  the  best  of  her  ability  without  complaint.  I am  constantly  told  of  the 
extra  hours,  cooking  and  comforts  the  Home  Helps  give  to  old  and  sick  people  and  they  do  undoubtedly  give 
far  more  in  willing  and  unselfish  service  than  they  are  called  upon  to  do. 

A full-time  Home  Help  on  an  average  attends  5 to  6 families  a week.  This  entails  a great  deal  of  travelling 
around  in  her  district  and  I have  found  that  they  have  hardly  ever  failed  to  arrive  punctually  and  attend  the 
cases  as  set  down  in  their  time  sheets. 


Cases  Discharged  from  Hospital. 

There  has  recently  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  discharged  from  hospital  and 
supplied  with  a Home  Help  at  the  request  of  the  Almoner.  Twenty  cases  have  been  supplied  since  February 
1st,  1952.  Many  of  these  cases  require  at  least  4 hours  help  a day  owing  to  their  weak  condition.  I under- 
stand that  in  some  Counties,  the  Home  Help  Services  are  reimbursed  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committees 
and  I wonld  like  to  bring  this  matter  forward  for  consideration  as  to  whether  this  scheme  could  be  applied  in 
the  Island. 


Assessment  Scale  for  the  Lower  Paid  Wage  Earner. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  proved  itself  of  great  benefit  to  all  classes  of  the  community  with  the  exception 
of  the  family  man  with  a weekly  income  of  £8  and  under.  This  man,  if  he  has  more  than  one  child,  seldom 
has  sufficient  reserve  money  to  meet  the  cost  of  his  assessment  for  a Home  Help,  added  to  which  he  is  usually 
in  debt  as  the  wife  has  very  often  been  ill  for  some  weeks  before  our  aid  is  sought.  The  high  price  of  clothes, 
vegetables  and  groceries,  coal  and  light  are  the  principal  items  which  make  a large  gap  in  the  weekly  income, 
and  the  added  worry  of  trying  to  meet  the  charge  for  a Home  Help,  not  only  retards  the  wife’s  recovery,  but 
also  necessitates  the  help  being  given  up  before  the  wife  is  sufficiently  strong  enough  to  carry  on.” 

There  is  no  doubt  that  many  householders  find  the  assessed  rate  of  payment  too  great  and  either  refuse 
the  help  or  dispense  with  it  too  soon.  This  especially  is  the  case  where  mothers  are  discharged  from  hospital 
sooner  than  is  normal  owing  to  the  shortage  of  beds  and  in  my  opinion  some  reduction  in  the  scale  of  assessment 
in  such  cases  would  be  an  economy  in  the  long  run  and  would  certainly  tend  towards  a speedier  convalescence. 
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Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act.,  1948 

Under  this  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  30th  July,  1948,  the  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
supervision  : — 

(a)  of  premises  in  their  area,  other  than  premises  wholly  or  mainly  used  as  private  dwellings,  where  children 
are  received  to  be  looked  after  for  the  day  or  a substantial  part  thereof,  or  for  any  longer  period  not 
exceeding  six  days  ; and 

(b)  of  persons  who  for  reward  receive  into  their  homes  three  of  more  children  (other  than  relatives)  under 
the  age  of  five  for  the  day  or  a substantial  part  thereof  or  for  any  longer  period  not  exceeding  six  days. 

At  the  end  of  1951,  there  was  only  one  registration  in  respect  of  premises  where  the  maximum  number  of 
children  to  be  received  is  12.  There  were  no  Daily  Minders  registered. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 

Administration . 

The  service  continued  to  be  administered  by  the  Health  Committee  through  their  Mental  Health  Sub- 
Committee  consisting  of  17  members  (including  6 co-opted  members),  and  holding  quarterly  meetings. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  administration  of  the  service  and  he  has  as 
his  expert  advisor  a psychiatrist,  a former  medical  superintendent  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Mental  Hospital  and 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee.  In  addition,  two  of  the  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officers  have  taken  special  courses  in  the  ascertainment  of  mental  defectives.  The  non-medical  staff  consists 
of  a part  time  psychiatric  social  worker  for  work  among  children,  and  two  Duly  Authorised  Officers  who  are  also 
Petitioning  Officers  for  the  discharge  of  duties  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

No  duties  have,  as  yet,  been  delegated  to  Voluntary  Organisations  nor  has  any  scheme  for  the  training  of 
Mental  Health  Workers  been  initiated. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946— Section28. — Care  and  after-Care. 

No  preventative  work  has  been  undertaken  other  than  supervision  and  the  guardianship  of  mental  defectives, 
nor  has  any  request  been  received  from  the  Mental  Hospital  for  any  after-care. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930. 

The  service  under  the  above  Acts  is  carried  out  by  the  two  Duly  Authorised  Officers  and  their  sphere  of 
work  is  subject  to  pre-admision  compliance  with  the  statutory  requirements  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

During  the  year  67  patients,  showing  a small  decrease  over  the  previous  year,  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 
Lunacy  Act,  1 890  : 

Section  11  (Urgency  Order)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Section  16  (Summary  Reception  Order)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Section  20  (“Three-Day”  Order)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930: 

Section  1 (Voluntary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Section  5 (Temporary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 

In  regard  to  the  work  done  during  the  year  under  review,  I have  to  report  the  following  : — 

(a)  Ascertainment. 

The  work  of  ascertaining  mental  defectives  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  from  reports  received  from 
parents,  doctors,  school  teachers,  nurses,  etc.  The  number  of  cases  ascertained  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Reported  by  Local  Education  Authorities  : 

Under  Section  57  (3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Under  Section  57  (5)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  cases  reported  and  found  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  cases  ascertained  to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  ...  ...  ...  16 

Other  cases  reported  who  are  not  present  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  but  for 

whom  the  Local  Health  Authority  may  later  become  liable  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Twelve  Petitions  were  presented  during  the  year,  two  of  which  were  in  respect  of  cases  already  in  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital.  One  Petition  was  dismissed. 

(b)  Admission  of  Cases  to  Institutions. 

Eleven  cases  were  admitted  to  Institutions  during  the  year,  nine  (six  males,  three  females)  to  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  Newport,  and  two  (both  males)  to  Coldharbour  Hospital,  Sherborne,  Dorset. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  eight  cases  were  awaiting  vacancies  in  Institutions. 
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(c)  Guardianship  and  Supervision. 

Great  difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  finding  persons  willing  to  undertake  the  care  of  mentally  defective 
children  despite  an  increase  in  the  allowances  offered. 

Cases  under  Guardianship  and  Supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  number  as  follows  : — 

Guardianship  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25* 

Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

* Includes  two  cases  transferred  from  Institutional  care  during  the  period  under  review. 

Supervision  is  effected  by  Medical  Officers,  Health  Visitors,  and  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

(d)  Training. 

The  Occupation  Centre  still  continues  to  do  excellent  work  under  the  Supervisor  and  her  two  assistants. 
It  is  obvious  from  the  delight  of  the  children  when  they  return  to  the  Centre  after  the  school  holidays  and  from 
the  interest  which  their  parents  take  in  the  Centre  (as  instanced  by  their  attendance  at  functions  organised  by 
the  Supervisor),  that  the  Centre  is  becoming  increasingly  popular. 

During  the  year,  new  furniture  was  provided,  the  rooms  were  redecorated  and  an  extra  room  was  made 
available  so  that  it  is  now  possible  to  separate  the  older  defectives  from  the  younger. 

Weaving,  rug-making  and  knitting  are  still  the  main  occupations  taught,  but  the  older  girls  are  gradually 
being  taught  rudimentary  domestic  science  and  it  is  hoped  that,  soon,  it  will  be  possible  to  give  them  some  training 
in  elementary  cookery. 

Outings  and  parties  for  the  defectives  are  also  arranged  by  the  staff,  and  these  are  very  much  appreciated 
by  the  defectives  and  also  by  those  parents  who  attend. 

Mid-day  meals  provided  by  the  School  Meals  Service  are  served  in  the  redecorated  kitchen.  Milk  is  also 
supplied  at  mid-morning. 

The  average  number  at  present  attending  is  28,  but  there  are  still  some  children  who  are  unable  to  attend 
the  Centre  and,  for  a few  of  these,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  domiciliary  instruction  to  be  given  by  one 
of  the  staff. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (PART  III). 

Accommodation . 

Residential  accommodation  and  temporary  accommodation  are  provided  in  the  three  Guest  Houses  and  in 
Lower  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newport. 

Since  the  opening  of  these  Guest  Houses  numerous  requests  have  been  received  for  accommodation.  Each 
case  is  investigated  and  if  genuine  is  put  on  the  waiting  list.  Should  the  case  be  urgent  immediate  admission  to 
Part  III  accommodation  is  arranged.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  on  the  waiting  list  was  25  and  together 
with  the  cases  still  in  Lower  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  the  total  number  still  to  be  accommodated  was  41. 

Owing  to  unavoidable  delays  due  to  difficulties  incurred  in  obtaining  certain  equipment  for  the  central 
heating  system,  Polars  Guest  House,  Newport,  was  not  opened  until  October  15th.  In  view  of  the  total  number 
of  persons  still  to  be  accommodated,  the  Council  made  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  another 
property  during  the  forthcoming  year.  This  property,  which  is  situated  in  East  Cowes  adjacent  to  Osborne 
House,  will,  when  adapted,  form  a very  useful  addition  to  the  three  Guest  Houses  already  in  existence. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  to  utilize  homes  adminstered  by  voluntary  organisations  for  residential  accommodation 
two  persons  are  being  maintained  at  the  colony  of  the  National  Society  for  Epiletics  at  Chalfont,  one  at  Lingfield 
Epileptic  Colony,  Surrey,  eleven  at  the  W.V.S.  Carlton  Club,  Sandown,  one  at  the  W.V.S.  Residential  Club, 
Southsea,  four  at  the  Church  Army  Anchorage  Home  for  Aged  Men,  Newport,  one  at  the  Bernhard  Baron  Cottage 
Homes,  Polegate,  Sussex,  and  one  at  a voluntary  home  for  old  people,  Perran  Bay,  Perranporth,  Cornwall. 

The  standard  charge  in  respect  of  two  cases  has  been  recovered  from  the  authorities  in  whose  areas  the  persons 
concerned  are  ordinarily  resident. 

Two  persons  ordinarily  resident  in  this  area  are  provided  with  accommodation  by  other  Welfare  Authorities. 

The  following  tables  show  ( a ) the  number  of  residents  in  Part  III  accommodation  on  the  31st  December, 
1950,  and  the  number  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  and  ( b ) the  Welfare  Authority’s  immediate  proposals 
for  the  provision  of  Part  III  accommodation  : — 

TABLE  XXX. 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Number  of  Residents  in  Part  III  Accommodation  on  31-12-50  ... 

51 

56 

107 

Number  of  Residents  admitted  direct  to  Part  III  Accommodation 
Number  of  Residents  transferred  from  the  care  of  the  Regional 

24 

31 

55 

Hospital  Board  to  Part  III  Accommodation 

10 

12 

22 

Number  of  Residents  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  Regional 

85 

99 

184 

Hospital  Board  ... 

11 

18 

29 

Number  of  Residents  discharged 

12 

17 

29 

Number  of  Residents  who  died 

3 

2 

5 

26 

37 

63 

Total  number  of  Residents  in  Part  III  Accommodation  on 

31-12-51  

59 

62 

121* 

24 


* Number  of  Residents  at  St.  Lawrence  Dene  Guest  House 

26  men 

20  women 

Number  of  Residents  at  Elmdon  Guest  House  ... 

10  men 

19  women 

Number  of  Residents  in  Polars  Guest  House  ... 

13  men 

17  women 

Number  of  Residents  in  Lower  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  ... 

10  men 

6 women 

59 

62 

TABLE  XXXI. 

— 

— 

Accommodation  provided  and  envisaged  : — 

St.  Lawrence  Dene  Guest  House 

...  45  residents 

Elmdon  Guest  House 

28  residents 

Polars  Guest  House 

25  residents 

Other  premises  to  be  acquired  ... 

30  residents 

(Provisional) 

Registration  of  Premises. 

One  further  home  for  old  persons  has  been  registered  in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance(Registration 
of  Homes)  Regulations,  1949,  bringing  the  total  number  of  premises  registered  to  four,  three  as  homes  for  old 
old  persons  and  one  as  a home  for  old  persons  and  disabled  persons. 

WELFARE  SERVICES. 

So  far  as  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  is  concerned  the  services  are  organised  and 
administered  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the  Blind  and  the  Hants  and  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  respectively  as  agents  of  the  County  Council.  The  County  Medical  Officer  acts  in  a supervisory  capacity 
in  relation  to  the  administration  of  the  welfare  services. 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  were  169  (152)  blind  persons  registered  in  the  Island  at  the  end  of  1951 
and  the  position  as  to  their  training  and  employment : — 


TABLE  XXXII. 


In  training 

Male. 

Female. 

Age  period. 

at  College 
or  School. 

Employed. 

Unemployed  or 
Unemployable. 

Employed. 

Unemployed  or 
Unemployable. 

0—1  

1—  5 

5—16  

2 (Males) 

— 

2 

— 

1 

16—21  

— 

T 

2 

— 

— 

21—40  

— 

3 

4 

1 

1 

40—50  

— 

3 

3 

5 

50—65  

— 

12 

8 

3 

9 

65—70  

— 

— 

4 

— 

7 

70  and  over 

— 

— 

36 

— 

62 

Total 

2 

*19 

59 

85 

* Employed.  Males  (19)  ...  ...  1 Telephone  Operator 

3 Mat  Makers  (1  in  Portsmouth  Workshops) 

2 Braille  Copyists 

2 Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers 
1 Basket  Worker 

1 Chair  Seater 

3 Tea  Agents 

2 Shopkeepers 
l(Gardener 

1 Masseur  and  Physiotherapist 
1 Music  Teacher 
1 Guest  House  Proprietor 

Females  (4)  ...  2 Clerk  and  Shorthand  Typists 

1 Hand  Knitter 
1 Machine  Knitter 

The  Missioner  of  the  Hants  and  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  visits  the  Isle  of  Wight  each 
month  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  Divine  Service  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  signs  and  finger-spelling.  Services 
are  held  at  St.  Thomas’  Church,  Newport,  and  afterwards  the  deaf  people  attend  the  Parish  Hall,  where  tea  is 
provided. 

Owing  to  the  long  distances  that  many  have  to  travel  and  owing  to  the  age  and  infirmity  of  others  only 
one-third  of  the  registered  deaf  and  dumb  attend  these  Services. 

During  the  year,  a Club  Room  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was  opened  in  Newport  and  is  serving  a useful 
purpose.  Various  functions  take  place,  such  as  whist  drives,  and  a great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  these  handi- 
capped persons  has  been  shown  by  various  voluntary  bodies. 

No  progress  has  yet  been  made  with  the  project  of  forming  a Hard  of  Hearing  Club. 

The  total  number  of  deaf  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1951  was  54. 


